[Protein kinase CK2: an enzyme that likes to be different].
Protein kinase CK2 (formerly known as casein kinase 2) was among the first protein kinases to be identified and characterized. Surprisingly, in spite of intense efforts, the regulation and cellular functions of CK2 remain obscure. However, recent data on its molecular structure, its signal-mediated intracellular dynamic localization and its unexpected function in cell survival have raised new interest in this enzyme. These studies reveal unique features of CK2 and highlight its importance in the transduction of survival signals.